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The Tutsi were described as tall (also with
sharp nose and light skin), intelligent, shrewd,
proud, reserved, arrogant, and powerful, among
other characteristics, and definitely born to rule
of the short (with wide nose and dark skin),
noisy, subservient, and fearful Hutu. As for the
marginal Twa, they were compared to apes in
the forests because of their small size and their
clownish manners.
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In Rwanda, the Germans started and
maintained the pre-colonial Tutsi dominance over
Hutus as part of the divide and rule strategy.
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“During the colonial period, the Catholic
Church worked hand in hand with the German
and Belgian authorities, (...) tojustify the main-
taining of Tutsi domination, missionaries and
colonizers advanced an ideology that displayed
their unique qualities of ruling strategies. They
supported the exclusion of Hutusfrom opportu-
nitiesand power. According to the missionaries,
evangelism was to be directed above all at the
Tutsisonly. (...) Their teachingsinsisted on iden-
tifying distinct categories of the population in
racial terms.”
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“Weird authoritarian agencies, relating to the
strange ruler imposing confusing structural
ruleswhose benefit cannot be proven, may come
to existence, and thusthe member sof the society
arbitrarily submit to them. The penalty code of
theserulesismost often based on a great deal of
abusiveness and irrationalism. (...) Historical
evidenceindicatesthat thiskind of rulescollapse
with theleaveof theruler for any reason, leaving
behind complete chaos in the entire society.”
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The Security Council’s threshold of
significance was mainly determined by the
marginal importance of Rwanda to all of the
Permanent Five except France.
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Policymakers in France, Belgium, and the
United States and at the United Nations all knew
of the preparations for massive slaughter and

failed to take the steps needed to prevent it.
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gain from membersof the society. Thiscreatesa
case of direct acceptance of the new structural
rules they call for. Second: these personalities
are basically concerned about the greater good.
Owing to their mental, spiritual and emotional
vision and their faculties, they spot the weak-
nesses in the social structure and thus try to
changetherulesthat have causesthisweakness.
In most cases, thischange caused leapfroggingin
thehistory of communitiesand acceler atessocial
change.”
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